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Session 3  

Benefitting from multilingualism across  

the curriculum 

• Reflecting on the needs of your own diverse 

students 

• Building on the linguistic diversity of learners 

and encouraging them to draw on their 

experience and skills 

• Developing a plurilingual dimension in different 

subjects 

• Reflecting on multilingualism for all 
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Thinking about our learners:  

Neslihan 

• Neslihan only uses one language per context – 

never both (diglossia); why is this a problem? 

• Neslihan has everyday English (BICS) but 

struggles with academic English (CALP) 

• Neslihan doesn't make connections between her 

first language, English and her foreign language 

at school (Spanish) 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our learners:  

Yasmine 

• Yasmine does not understand what is going 
on in class 

• Yasmine (and the teacher) does not know 

she has academic skills (CALP) in Arabic – 
these are developed in her first language 

• Yasmine does not transfer her abilities in 

other languages or use one language to help 
her to understand another 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our learners:  

Kevin 

• Kevin is monolingual – his mother tongue is 

English 
• Kevin thinks the regional language variety spoken by 

his grandparents has no value 
• He doesn’t see the point of learning other languages 
• He isn’t comfortable when other pupils speak other 

languages around him – he isn’t open to other 
languages and cultures 

 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our own practices 

• Share what may happen in your 
school/classroom if Neslihan/Yasmine/Kevin 
were in your lesson. 

• What are the positive/negative aspects of that 
(thinking about the myths)? 

• How might you bring their languages into the 
classroom? 

• (If time) Jot down as many reasons as you 
can why plurilingualism should be supported 
in the classroom. 
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Benefits for the plurilingual individual  

 

• linguistic benefits, e.g. accessing information and communicating in a range of 

languages; enhanced competence and sensitivity in using their linguistic 

repertoire;  

• enhanced cognitive skills, e.g. cognitive flexibility, concept formation, 

openness to diverse ways of expressing ideas, increased attentional control and 

working memory;  

• health benefits, e.g. delaying age-related dementia; 

• social benefits, family, friends etc; 

• employment opportunities 

• intercultural awareness, including critical awareness of their own cultural 

assumptions and acceptance of different perspectives.  

 

See Lamb (2015) for references: Lamb, T.E. (2015) ‘Towards a plurilingual habitus: engendering 

interlinguality in urban spaces’, in International Journal of Pedagogies and Learning, 10/2: 151-165 
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  CONBAT+     http://conbat.ecml.at/ 

http://conbat.ecml.at/
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CONBAT+  

 an example 

Motion in the ocean by Martine Kervran 
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http://conbat.ecml/
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Answer sheet 

The word hurricane came to English from the Spanish word huracán. 

Spanish explorers and conquerors took the word from the Taino word, 

meaning storm. Taino is an extinct language from the Bahamas. 

 

The word typhoon comes from the Chinese word台 风(TAI-FUNG) 

which means great wind.  

 

The word tsunami comes from the Japanese word meaning port . 

 

The word cyclone comes from modifications of the Greek word kyklōma 

which means  wheel and is derived from kyklos, meaning circle. 
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Focus questions 

1. What exactly would children learn from these 
resources and activities? 

2. How might they be adapted for your own 
context? (subject, age group etc) 

3. Can you think of other activities in other 
subjects?  

4. What obstacles might there be to you doing this 
kind of activity? How might you get over them 
in order to include at least some aspects of this 
kind of learning? 
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Competences for democratic culture – Council of Europe 
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pause café 

διάλειμμα για καφέ 

sos caife 

coffee break 

prestávka na kávu 

Kaffeepause 

odmor za kavo 


